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552 Wretched mind, do you take your assurances from us and
then overthrow us [sc. the senses]? Our overthrow is your
downfall. ' _

553 In the Confirmations, although he had promised to assign the
power of assurance to the senses, he is none the less found
condemning them, for he says: ‘But we in actuality grasp nothing
for certain, but what shifts in accordance with the condition of the
body and of the things which enter it and press upon it.’

554 But in the Canons he says there are two kinds of knowing,
one through the senses and the other through the intellect. Of these
he calls the one through the intellect ‘legitimate’, attesting its
trustworthiness for the judgement of truth, and that through the
senses he names ‘bastard’, denying it inerrancy in the discrimi-
nation of what is true. To quote his actual words: ‘Of knowledge
there are two forms, one legitimate, one bastard. To the bastard
belong all this group: sight, hearing, smeli, taste, touch. The other
is legitimate, and scparate from that. Then, preferring the
legitimate to the bastard, he continues: ‘ When the bastard can no
longer sce any smaller, or hear, or smell, or taste, or percetve by
touch, but finer...”* (4fter Barnes) :

' Here the text breaks off in mid-sentence.

552 and 553 indicate that Democritus’ scepticism was not so
thoroughgoing that he denijed the senses any positive role at all in
epistemology. His title Confirmations suggests he would have envisaged
the mind as replying thus to the senses’ complaint that in 54950 they
are rejected entirely: ‘Not so. You tell us very few truths about the
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